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DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES DEFINED 
              
Intellectual Disability 
Established by Law                                
ORS 427 

Other Developmental Disabilities 
Established by federal definition 
State of Oregon develops guide-                                                                  
lines for interpretation. 
 

1. History of an intellectual disability 
must be in place by the 18th birthdate 
 
2. IQ of 65 or below, an adaptive 
behavior assessment may not be 
needed  
 
3. IQ 66-75 may be eligible as a 
person with an intellectual disability 
if there is a significant impairment in 
adaptive behavior that is directly 
related to the intellectual disability. 
 
4. The adaptive behavior cannot be 
primarily  attributed to other 
conditions, including but no limited 
to mental or emotional disorders, 
sensory impairments, substance 
abuse, personality disorder, learning 
disability, or ADHD 
 
5. The condition must be expected to 
last indefinitely. 

1. History of the other developmental disability 
must be in place by the 22nd birthdate. 
 
2. IQ scores are not used in verifying the 
presence of non-intellectual disability 
developmental disability. 
 
3. There must be either a medical or clinical 
diagnosis of the neurological disability and  
significant impairments in adaptive behavior that 
are directly related to the other developmental 
disability. 
 
4. The neurological condition must originate in 
and directly affect the brain and be expected to 
last indefinitely 
 
5. The significant impairments in adaptive 
behavior cannot be primarily attributed to other 
conditions, including but not limited to mental or 
emotional disorders, sensory impairments, 
substance abuse, personality disorder, learning 
disability, or ADHD.  
 
6. There must be training and support needs that 
are similar to those required by an individual 
with an intellectual disability. 

 
Most frequent other developmental disabilities: 

Cerebral Palsy, Down Syndrome, Prader Willi, Autism Spectrum Disorders, Fragile X 
Syndrome, fetal neurological disorders (alcohol, lead, drugs, disease), Klinefelter, 

traumatic/acquired brain injuries 
 


