
SPECIAL ROAD DISTRICTS (ORS) 

      371.305 Authority to establish special road districts. Contiguous territory lying 
within any county and not incorporated within the limits of a city may be formed into, or 
included in, a special road district in the manner provided by ORS 371.305 to 371.360. 
[Amended by 1961 c.681 §1; 1965 c.498 §4; 2003 c.802 §104] 

      371.310 [Amended by 1965 c.498 §5; 1969 c.568 §1; repealed by 1971 c.727 §203] 

      371.315 [Repealed by 1971 c.727 §203] 

      371.318 Formation order to declare whether district board elected or appointed; 
change in method of selecting board; cost of election. (1) If a county court approves a 
petition for formation of a special road district, the order of the county court declaring the 
formation shall also declare, in addition to other matters specified in ORS 198.810, 
whether the commissioners of the district shall be appointed by the county court or 
elected by the electors of the district. 

      (2) When a special road district is situated within a county, the county court, by 
ordinance, may provide for a change in the method of selection of the commissioners of 
the district. The ordinance shall specify whether election or appointment shall be the 
method of selecting commissioners and shall prescribe the procedures for effecting the 
change. 

      (3) When a county court, by an order or ordinance described in this section, requires 
the commissioners of a special road district to be elected, the county shall pay the costs of 
conducting the elections at which the commissioners of the district are elected. [1999 
c.764 §2] 

      371.320 [Repealed by 1971 c.727 §203] 

      371.323 Election of first commissioners. If a proposal for formation of a special 
road district is approved and the proposal specifies an elected district board of 
commissioners, members of the district board of commissioners shall be elected at the 
election held to form the district. [1999 c.764 §4] 

      371.325 [Repealed by 1971 c.727 §203] 

      371.330 Appointment of first commissioners. If a proposal for formation of a 
district is approved and the proposal specifies an appointed district board of 
commissioners, the county court shall appoint three persons with the qualifications 
described in ORS 371.338 (1) to be the first commissioners of the district and shall 
designate the term of office of each. [Amended by 1961 c.681 §2; 1965 c.498 §6; 1971 
c.727 §102; 1999 c.764 §3] 

  



      371.335 [Repealed by 1971 c.727 §203] 

      371.336 Powers of district. A special road district may be formed for the purpose of 
improving roads within the district. A special road district has the power: 

      (1) To make contracts. 

      (2) To acquire, hold, receive and dispose of real and personal property. 

      (3) To sue and be sued. 

      (4) To exercise the power of eminent domain. 

      (5) To assess, levy and collect taxes on all taxable real property within the district. 

      (6) To do any other act necessary to carry out the purposes of ORS 371.305 to 
371.360. [1961 c.681 §5; 1963 c.9 §20; 1965 c.498 §7; 1969 c.568 §2; 1971 c.727 §103; 
1987 c.667 §6; 2003 c.802 §105] 

      371.338 District board of appointed commissioners; qualification; term; 
vacancies; oath. (1) The powers of a special road district are vested in a district board of 
commissioners consisting of three commissioners appointed by the county court. Each 
commissioner shall be an elector of the district. The term of office of a commissioner is 
three years commencing on January 1 of the year of appointment. Vacancies on the board 
shall be filled by the county court by appointment for the unexpired term. 

      (2) Notwithstanding the three-year term of office prescribed in subsection (1) of this 
section, of the commissioners first appointed to a board one commissioner shall be 
appointed for a term ending December 31 of the second year following the year in which 
that commissioner first takes office, one commissioner for a term ending December 31 of 
the year following the year in which that commissioner first takes office and one 
commissioner for a term ending December 31 of the year in which that commissioner 
takes office. 

      (3) Before entering upon the duties of office, a commissioner shall take and subscribe 
an oath to support the Constitution and laws of the State of Oregon and of the United 
States, and to well and faithfully perform the duties of office to the best of the 
commissioner’s knowledge and ability. [1961 c.681 §6; 1983 c.83 §81] 

      371.340 [Repealed by 1961 c.681 §14] 

      371.342 Officers of appointed district board; meetings; records. As soon as 
possible after the first commissioners are appointed to the district board of 
commissioners, and thereafter during each January, the board shall meet and organize by 
selecting from their number a president, a secretary and a treasurer. The board shall hold 
one regular meeting each month at a time and place within the district designated by the 



board. All meetings of the board shall be open to the public and the records of the district 
shall be available for public inspection. [1961 c.681 §§7,8; 1969 c.344 §5; 1969 c.345 
§7] 

      371.344 [1961 c.681 §9; 1963 c.9 §21; 1965 c.498 §8; 1973 c.796 §59; 1983 c.83 
§82; 1983 c.350 §241; 1997 c.541 §384; repealed by 1999 c.632 §30] 

      371.345 [Amended by 1959 c.102 §1; 1961 c.681 §10; 1967 c.609 §8; 1971 c.647 
§67; 1975 c.647 §32; repealed by 1983 c.350 §331a] 

      371.347 Alternative provisions for elected board of commissioners. When a 
special road district has an elected district board of commissioners, ORS 371.349 and 
371.351 are effective in that district in lieu of ORS 371.338 and 371.342. [1999 c.764 §5] 

      371.349 District board of elected commissioners; qualification; term; vacancies; 
oath. (1) The powers of a special road district are vested in a district board of 
commissioners consisting of three commissioners elected by the electors of the district. 
Each commissioner shall be an elector of the district. The term of office of a 
commissioner is four years commencing on July 1 following the date of election. A 
commissioner may serve until a successor is elected and qualified. Vacancies on the 
board shall be filled by the district board by appointment for the unexpired term. 

      (2) Notwithstanding the four-year term of office prescribed in subsection (1) of this 
section, of the commissioners first elected to a board, the term of one commissioner shall 
end on June 30 of the second year following the year in which that commissioner first 
takes office. 

      (3) ORS chapter 255 governs the nomination and election of the commissioners of a 
special road district and the conduct of all elections in the district. 

      (4) Before entering upon the duties of office, a commissioner shall take and subscribe 
an oath to support the Constitutions and laws of the State of Oregon and of the United 
States, and to well and faithfully perform the duties of office to the best of the 
commissioner’s knowledge and ability. [1999 c.764 §6] 

      371.350 [Amended by 1961 c.681 §11; 1971 c.647 §68; repealed by 1983 c.350 
§331a] 

      371.351 Officers of elected district board; meetings; records. As soon as possible 
after the first commissioners are elected to the district board of commissioners, and 
thereafter during each July, the board shall meet and organize by selecting from their 
number a president, a secretary and a treasurer. The board shall hold one regular meeting 
each month at a time and place within the district designated by the board. All meetings 
of the board shall be open to the public and the records of the district shall be available 
for public inspection. [1999 c.764 §7] 



  

      371.353 Establishment of zones within special road district. The district board of a 
special road district located in a county of between 3,000 and 3,500 square miles and 
with a population of between 100,000 and 200,000 may seek elector approval to divide 
the district into zones for the purpose of imposing and levying property taxes at a 
different rate and amount on the assessed value of all taxable property in each zone. The 
establishment of zones within a district under ORS 371.353 to 371.357 must be based 
upon and reflect qualitative differences in the services provided by the district to the 
residents and their property in each zone. [2001 c.553 §2] 

      371.354 Notice and public hearing. (1) The district board of a special road district 
seeking to establish tax zones under ORS 371.353 to 371.357 shall cause a notice of a 
public hearing relating to the formation of the tax zones to be published once a week for 
two successive weeks in the newspaper in general circulation in the district that, in the 
judgment of the district board, will afford the best notice to the residents of the district. 

      (2) The notice published under this section shall set forth: 

      (a) The resolve of the district board to divide the district into zones. 

      (b) The boundaries of the proposed zones. 

      (c) The estimated percentage of the total amount of ad valorem taxes of the district 
that will be collected in each zone. 

      (d) The date, hour and place of the hearing. 

      (e) That all interested persons may attend and shall be given a reasonable opportunity 
to be heard. [2001 c.553 §3] 

      371.355 [Amended by 1961 c.681 §12; repealed by 1971 c.647 §149] 

      371.356 Election to approve zones within special road district. (1) Following the 
notice required under ORS 371.354, the district board of a special road district seeking to 
establish tax zones shall conduct a public hearing at which district residents and property 
owners may testify about the proposed zones. 

      (2) Following the hearing, if the district board decides to proceed, the district board 
shall submit a measure to the electors of the district that establishes the zones and zone 
boundaries. The measure shall state the operating tax rates proposed to apply to each 
zone, stated as a percentage, not to exceed 100 percent, of the lesser of the district’s 
statutory or permanent rate limit. The measure may contain any other provisions deemed 
necessary by the district board. 



      (3) The measure shall be approved and the tax zones established if a majority of 
district electors voting on the question vote in favor of the measure. 

      (4) If district electors establish tax zones within a road district pursuant to this 
section, the operating tax rate applicable to each zone may not be modified for three tax 
years following zone establishment. 

      (5) If tax zones within a road district are established under this section, zone 
boundaries may not be changed unless notice of the zone boundary change is given and 
elector approval of the change is obtained in the same manner as zones are established 
under ORS 371.353 to 371.357. [2001 c.553 §4] 

      371.357 Ad valorem taxation; operating tax rate limits. (1) If a special road 
district is divided into tax zones under ORS 371.353 to 371.357, the district board shall 
determine, make and declare each item of ad valorem property tax, as set forth in ORS 
310.060 (2), for each zone when the district board adopts its budget for any fiscal year. 

      (2) The operating tax rate for each tax zone of the district may not exceed the lesser 
of the statutory or permanent rate limit for operating taxes of the district established 
under ORS 310.200 to 310.242 or section 11 (3), Article XI of the Oregon Constitution. 
[2001 c.553 §5] 

      371.359 Filing boundary change with county assessor and Department of 
Revenue. For purposes of ad valorem taxation, a boundary change must be filed in final 
approved form with the county assessor and the Department of Revenue as provided in 
ORS 308.225. [2001 c.138 §21] 

      371.360 Deposit of tax proceeds in bank. (1) The proceeds of the tax levied and 
collected for the district shall be deposited in a bank or banks designated by the district 
board of commissioners. Such moneys shall be paid out only upon order of the board by 
checks or drafts signed by the president and treasurer of the board. All deposits of any 
district in any bank in excess of the amount protected by Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation insurance shall be secured by deposit of bonds of the United States. 

      (2) Any moneys on deposit in a county treasury in a special fund of a road district on 
August 9, 1961, shall be paid to the district board of commissioners for deposit as 
provided in subsection (1) of this section. [Amended by 1961 c.681 §13] 

      371.365 [Repealed by 1961 c.681 §14] 

      371.370 [Repealed by 1961 c.681 §14] 

      371.375 [1965 c.498 §2; repealed by 1971 c.727 §203] 

      371.380 [1965 c.498 §3; repealed by 1971 c.727 §203] 



      371.385 Certain tax limitations not in effect after August 22, 1969. If any district 
existing on August 22, 1969, had a tax limitation set forth in the petition for formation as 
provided by ORS 371.310, prior to amendment by section 1, chapter 568, Oregon Laws 
1969, the limitation stated in such petition shall not be effective to limit the taxing 
authority of any such district after August 22, 1969. Such limitation shall be construed to 
be effective only to limit taxes levied prior to August 22, 1969, and after the formation of 
the district. [1969 c.568 §3] 

      Note: 371.385 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not added 
to or made a part of ORS chapter 371 or any series therein by legislative action. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation. 

 


