Board of Commissioners

Lincoln County
OREGON

Courthouse, Room 110
225 W. Olive Street
Newport, Oregon 97365
(541) 265-4100
FAX (541) 265-4176

June 4, 2018

Mayor Barbara Leff
P.O. Box 8
Depoe Bay, OR 97341
Re: Land Application of Biosolids in Unincorporated Lincoln County

Dear Mayor Leff:
Over the course of the last three successive Board of Commissioners meetings, numerous
residents of rural Lincoln County (and beyond) provided compelling testimony that years of
application of treated biosolids to lands in and around the Siletz Valley (and elsewhere in the county)
may have resulted in unacceptable contamination of waterways and ground water sources.
Testimony was offered about questionable practices and apparent non-compliance with existing
regulatory requirements in the application process. If those allegations are true, insufficient
enforcement efforts by state and federal regulators may be creating circumstances where harmful
environmental impacts are taking place.
We need to gather additional information to better understand what is happening to our rural
lands and waters, and to identify if corrective actions and options are needed. This effort will entail
coordination of information gathering with cities, districts and private entities that produce and must
dispose of this treated effluent, as well as a multitude of state and federal agencies, with concomitant
Jaws, rules and regulations, who govern the treatment, storage and disposal of effluent. We have
many questions and, at least at this time, insufficient answers.
Before taking further action, however, we request that you temporarily halt (until August
3 lst) further land application of biosolids in unincorporated areas of Lincoln County. During that
time we will convene the necessary stakeholders, regulators, state legislators and system
administrators (including city, district and private operators), members of the agricultural community
utilizing biosolids as fertilizer, rural communities and persons impacted by nearby application sites,
and other interested parties and persons to full y vet our understanding of the issues around biosolid
disposal. We undertake this process to both protect our water resources and rural communities, and
to explore options and alternatives to Jessen environmental impacts and provide safe and affordable
disposal methods.

We have two additional requests. First, please direct us to or provide us with any permits,
reports, monitoring and test results, contracts or other similar information in your possession
concerning your waste water treatment operations and your land application programs. Second,
please identify for us administrative and operational contacts in your organization who can
participate in our discussions and contribute to an examination of these issues. We welcome elected
officials' participation because this endeavor involves potential policy and financial considerations
for your organization too.
Once we have confirmed the list of interested parties/persons, we will arrange for an initial
meeting at which our state partners can provide an overview of the biosolids program and specific
information about Lincoln County application permits. We look forward to your active participation
and engagement with us when that time comes.

Very Truly Yours,

~,//~-J- ~~

~

cc: Jeff Wiseman, City Recorder

Claire Hall

Board of Commissioners

Lincoln County
OREGON

Courthouse, Room 110
225 W. Olive Street
Newport, Oregon 97365
(541) 265-4100
FAX (541) 265-4176

June 4, 2018

Mayor Don Williams
801 SW Hwy 101
Lincoln City, OR 97367
Re : Land Application of Biosolids in Unincorporated Lincoln County

Dear Mayor Williams:
Over the course of the last three successive Board of Commissioners meetings, numerous
residents of rural Lincoln County (and beyond) provided compelling testimony that years of
application of treated biosolids to lands in and around the Siletz Valley (and elsewhere in the county)
may have resulted in unacceptable contamination of waterways and ground water sources.
Testimony was offered about questionable practices and apparent non-compliance with existing
regulatory requirements in the application process. If those allegations are true, insufficient
enforcement efforts by state and federal regulators may be creating circumstances where harmful
environmental impacts are taking place.
We need to gather additional information to better understand what is happening to our rural
lands and waters, and to identify if corrective actions and options are needed. This effort will entail
coordination of information gathering with cities, districts and private entities that produce and must
dispose of this treated effluent, as well as a multitude of state and federal agencies, with concomitant
laws, rules and regulations, who govern the treatment, storage and disposal of effluent. We have
many questions and, at least at this time, insufficient answers.
Before taking further action, however, we request that you temporarily halt (until August
3 lst) further land application of biosolids in unincorporated areas of Lincoln County. During that
time we will convene the necessary stakeholders, regulators, state legislators and system
administrators (including city, district and private operators), members of the agricultural community
utilizing biosolids as fertilizer, rural communities and persons impacted by nearby application sites,
and other interested parties and persons to fully vet our understanding of the issues around biosolid
disposal. We undertake this process to both protect our water resources and rural communities, and
to explore options and alternatives to lessen environmental impacts and provide safe and affordable
disposal methods.

We have two additional requests. First, please direct us to or provide us with any permits,
reports, monitoring and test results, contracts or other similar information in your possession
concerning your waste water treatment operations and your land application programs. Second,
please identify for us administrative and operational contacts in your organization who can
participate in our discussions and contribute to an examination of these issues. We welcome elected
officials' participation because this endeavor involves potential policy and financial considerations
for your organization too.
Once we have confirmed the list of interested parties/persons, we will arrange for an initial
meeting at which our state partners can provide an overview of the biosolids program and specific
information about Lincoln County application permits. We look forward to your active participation
and engagement with us when that time comes.

Very Truly Yours,

~?/.~
~Thompson
cc: Ron Chandler, City Manager

Board of Commissioners

Lincoln County
OREGON

Courthouse, Room 110
225 W. Olive Street
Newport, Oregon 97365
(541) 265-4100
FAX (541) 265-4176

June 4, 2018

Mayor Sandra Roumagoux
Newport City Hall
169 SW Coast Hwy
Newport, OR 97365
Re: Land Application of Biosolids in Unincorporated Lincoln County

Dear Mayor Roumagoux:
Over the course of the last three successive Board of Commissioners meetings, numerous
residents of rural Lincoln County (and beyond) provided compelling testimony that years of
application of treated biosolids to lands in and around the Siletz Valley (and elsewhere in the county)
may have resulted in unacceptable contamination of waterways and ground water sources.
Testimony was offered about questionable practices and apparent non-compliance with existing
regulatory requirements in the application process. If those allegations are true, insufficient
enforcement efforts by state and federal regulators may be creating circumstances where harmful
environmental impacts are taking place.
We need to gather additional information to better understand what is happening to our rural
lands and waters, and to identify if corrective actions and options are needed. This effort will entail
coordination of information gathering with cities, districts and private entities that produce and must
dispose of this treated effluent, as well as a multitude of state and federal agencies, with concomitant
laws, rules and regulations, who govern the treatment, storage and disposal of effluent. We have
many questions and, at least at this time, insufficient answers.
Before taking further action, however, we request that you temporarily halt (until August
31st) further land application of biosolids in unincorporated areas of Lincoln County. During that
time we will convene the necessary stakeholders, regulators, state legislators and system
administrators (including city, district and private operators), members of the agricultural community
utilizing biosolids as fertilizer, rural communities and persons impacted by nearby application sites,
and other interested parties and persons to fully vet our understanding of the issues around biosolid
disposal. We undertake this process to both protect our water resources and rural communities, and
to explore options and alternatives to lessen environmental impacts and provide safe and affordable
disposal methods.

We have two additional requests. First, please direct us to or provide us with any permits,
reports, monitoring and test results, contracts or other similar information in your possession
concerning your waste water treatment operations and your land application programs. Second,
please identify for us administrative and operational contacts in your organization who can
participate in our discussions and contribute to an examination of these issues. We welcome elected
officials ' participation because this endeavor involves potential policy and financial considerations
for your organization too.
Once we have confirmed the list of interested parties/persons, we will arrange for an initial
meeting at which our state partners can provide an overview of the biosolids program and specific
information about Lincoln County application permits. We look forward to your active participation
and engagement with us when that time comes.

Very Truly Yours,

cc: Spencer Nebel, City Manager

Board of Commissioners

Lincoln County
OREGON

Courthouse, Room 110
225 W. Olive Street
Newport, Oregon 97365
(541) 265-4100
FAX (541) 265-4176

June 4, 20 18

Mayor Billie Jo Smith
Toledo City Hall
206 N. Main St
Toledo, OR 97391
Re: Land Application of Biosolids in Unincorporated Lincoln County

Dear Mayor Smith:
Over the course of the last three successive Board of Commissioners meetings, numerous
residents of rural Lincoln County (and beyond) provided compelling testimony that years of
application of treated biosolids to lands in and around the Siletz Valley (and elsewhere in the county)
may have resulted in unacceptable contamination of waterways and ground water sources.
Testimony was offered about questionable practices and apparent non-compliance with existing
regulatory requirements in the application process. If those allegations are true, insufficient
enforcement efforts by state and federal regulators may be creating circumstances where harmful
environmental impacts are taking place.
We need to gather additional information to better understand what is happening to our rural
lands and waters, and to identify if corrective actions and options are needed. This effort will entail
coordination of information gatheri ng with cities, districts and private entities that produce and must
dispose of this treated effl uent, as well as a multitude of state and federal agencies, with concomitant
laws, rules and regulations, who govern the treatment, storage and disposal of effluent. We have
many questions and, at least at this time, insufficient answers.
Before taking further action, however, we request that you temporarily halt (until August
31st) further land application of biosolids in unincorporated areas of Lincoln County. During that
time we will convene the necessary stakeholders, regulators, state legislators and system
administrators (i ncluding city, district and private operators), members of the agricultural community
utilizing biosolids as fertilizer, rural communities and persons impacted by nearby application sites,
and other interested parties and persons to fully vet our understanding of the issues around biosolid
disposal. We undertake this process to both protect our water resources and rural communities, and
to explore options and alternatives to lessen environmental impacts and provide safe and affordable
disposal methods .

We have two additional requests. First, please direct us to or provide us with any permits,
reports, monitoring and test results, contracts or other similar information in your possession
concerning your waste water treatment operations and your land application programs. Second,
please identify for us administrative and operational contacts in your organization who can
participate in our discussions and contribute to an examination of these issues. We welcome elected
officials ' participation because this endeavor involves potential policy and financial considerations
for your organization too.
Once we have confirmed the list of interested parties/persons, we will arrange for an initial
meeting at which our state partners can provide an overview of the biosolids program and specific
information about Lincoln County application permits. We look forward to your active participation
and engagement with us when that time comes.

Very Truly Yours,

~td.d
oug Hunt

cc: Craig Martin, City Manager

~Ml
Claire Hall

Thompson

Board of Commissioners

Lincoln County
OREGON

Courthouse, Room 110
225 W. Olive Street
Newport, Oregon 97365
(541) 265-4100
FAX (541) 265-4176

June4, 2018

Mayor Susan Woodruff
P.O. Box 1120
Waldport, OR 97394
Re : Land Application of Biosolids in Unincorporated Lincoln County

Dear Mayor Woodruff:
Over the course of the last three successive Board of Commissioners meetings, numerous
residents of rural Lincoln County (and beyond) provided compelling testimony that years of
application of treated biosolids to lands in and around the Siletz Valley (and elsewhere in the county)
may have resulted in unacceptable contamination of waterways and ground water sources.
Testimony was offered about questionable practices and apparent non-compliance with existing
regulatory requirements in the application process. If those allegations are true, insufficient
enforcement efforts by state and federal regulators may be creating circumstances where harmful
environmental impacts are taking place.
We need to gather additional information to better understand what is happening to our rural
lands and waters, and to identify if corrective actions and options are needed. This effort will entail
coordination of information gathering with cities, districts and private entities that produce and must
dispose of this treated effluent, as well as a multitude of state and federal agencies, with concomitant
laws, rules and regulations, who govern the treatment, storage and disposal of effluent. We have
many questions and, at least at this time, insufficient answers.
Before taking further action, however, we request that you temporarily halt (until August
3 lst) further land application of biosolids in unincorporated areas of Lincoln County. During that
time we will convene the necessary stakeholders, regulators, state legislators and system
administrators (including city, district and private operators), members of the agricultural community
utilizing biosolids as fertilizer, rural communities and persons impacted by nearby application sites,
and other interested parties and persons to fully vet our understanding of the issues around biosolid
disposal. We undertake this process to both protect our water resources and rural communities, and
to explore options and alternatives to lessen environmental impacts and provide safe and affordable
disposal methods.

We have two additional requests. First, please direct us to or provide us with any permits,
reports, monitoring and test results, contracts or other similar information in your possession
concerning your waste water treatment operations and your land application programs. Second,
please identify for us administrative and operational contacts in your organization who can
participate in our discussions and contribute to an examination of these issues. We welcome elected
officials' participation because this endeavor involves potential policy and financial considerations
for your organization too.
Once we have confirmed the list of interested parties/persons, we will arrange for an initial
meeting at which our state partners can provide an overview of the biosolids program and specific
information about Lincoln County application permits. We look forward to your active participation
and engagement with us when that time comes.

Very Truly Yours,

-:;;L~
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TertY Thompson

cc: Kerry Kemp, City Manager

Board of Commissioners

Lincoln County
OREGON

Courthouse, Room 110
225 W. Olive Street
Newport, Oregon 97365
(541) 265-4100
FAX (541) 265-4176

June 4, 2018

Mayor Gerald Stanley
P.O. Box 345
Yachats, OR 97498
Re: Land Application of Biosolids in Unincorporated Lincoln County

Dear Mayor Stanley:
Over the course of the last three successive Board of Commissioners meetings, numerous
residents of rural Lincoln County (and beyond) provided compelling testimony that years of
application of treated biosolids to lands in and around the Siletz Valley (and elsewhere in the county)
may have resulted in unacceptable contamination of waterways and ground water sources.
Testimony was offered about questionable practices and apparent non-compliance with existing
regulatory requirements in the application process. If those allegations are true, insufficient
enforcement efforts by state and federal regulators may be creating circumstances where harmful
environmental impacts are taking place.
We need to gather additional information to better understand what is happening to our rural
lands and waters, and to identify if corrective actions and options are needed. This effort will entail
coordination of information gathering with cities, districts and private entities that produce and must
dispose of this treated effl uent, as well as a multitude of state and federal agencies, with concomitant
laws, rules and regulations, who govern the treatment, storage and disposal of effluent. We have
many questions and, at least at this time, insufficient answers.
Before taking further action, however, we request that yo u temporarily halt (until August
31st) further land application of biosolids in unincorporated areas of Lincoln County. During that
time we will convene the necessary stakeholders, regulators, state legislators and system
administrators (including city, district and private operators), members of the agricultural community
utilizing biosolids as fertilizer, rural communities and persons impacted by nearby application sites,
and other interested parties and persons to fully vet our understanding of the issues around biosolid
disposal. We undertake this process to both protect our water resources and rural communities, and
to explore options and alternatives to lessen environmental impacts and provide safe and affordable
disposal methods.

We have two additional requests. First, please direct us to or provide us with any permits,
reports, monitoring and test results, contracts or other similar information in your possession
concerning your waste water treatment operations and your land application programs. Second,
please identify for us administrative and operational contacts in your organization who can
participate in our discussions and contribute to an examination of these issues. We welcome elected
officials' participation because this endeavor involves potential policy and financial considerations
for your organization too.
Once we have confirmed the list of interested parties/persons, we will arrange for an initial
meeting at which our state partners can provide an overview of the biosolids program and specific
information about Lincoln County application permits. We look forward to your active participation
and engagement with us when that time comes.

Very Truly Yours,

~Y· ~
~Thompso

cc: Shannon Beaucaire, City Manager

Board of Commissioners

Lincoln County
OREGON

Courthouse, Room 110
225 W. Olive Street
Newport, Oregon 97365
(541) 265-4100
FAX (541) 265-4176

June 4, 20 18

Mayor John Robinson
P.O.Box318
Si letz, OR 97380
Re: Land Application of Biosolids in Unincorporated Lincoln County

Dear Mayor Robinson:
Over the course of the last three successive Board of Commissioners meetings, numerous
residents of rural Lincoln County (and beyond) provided compelling testimony that years of
application of treated biosolids to lands in and around the Siletz Valley (and elsewhere in the county)
may have resulted in unacceptable contamination of waterways and ground water sources.
Testimony was offered about questionable practices and apparent non-compliance with existing
regulatory requirements in the application process. If those allegations are true, insufficient
enforcement efforts by state and federal regulators may be creating circumstances where harmful
environmental impacts are taking place.
We need to gather additional information to better understand what is happening to our rural
lands and waters, and to identify if corrective actions and options are needed. This effort will entail
coordination of information gathering with cities, districts and private entities that produce and must
dispose of this treated effluent, as well as a multitude of state and federal agencies, with concomitant
laws, rules and regulations, who govern the treatment, storage and disposal of effluent. We have
many questions and, at least at this time, insufficient answers.
Before taking further action, however, we request that you temporarily halt (until August
31st) further land application of biosolids in unincorporated areas of Lincoln County. During that
time we will convene the necessary stakeholders, regulators, state legislators and system
administrators (inc luding city, district and private operators), members of the agricultural community
utilizing biosolids as fertilizer, rural communities and persons impacted by nearby application sites,
and other interested parties and persons to fully vet our understanding of the issues around biosolid
disposal. We undertake this process to both protect our water resources and rural communities, and
to explore options and alternatives to lessen environmental impacts and provide safe and affordable
disposal methods.

We have two additional requests. First, please direct us to or provide us with any permits,
reports, monitoring and test results, contracts or other similar information in your possession
concerning your waste water treatment operations and yo ur land application programs. Second,
please identify for us administrative and operational contacts in your organization who can
participate in our discussions and contribute to an examination of these issues. We welcome elected
officials' participation because this endeavor involves potential policy and financial considerations
for yo ur organization too.
Once we have confirmed the list of interested parties/persons, we will arrange for an initial
meeting at which our state partners can provide an overview of the biosolids program and specific
information about Lincoln County application permits. We look forward to your active participation
and engagement with us when that time comes.

Very Truly Yours,

~414
Claire Hall

cc: Sheryl Simmons, City Recorder

